
Required Summer Reading 2016 
 

Waubonsie Valley H.S. Sophomore Honors English 
 

 
 

As part of your commitment to Honors English, the Department of English requires those who are enrolled to enrich 
their study of literature for the coming school year by completing the following summer reading list.  Be prepared to 
incorporate this work into the curriculum beginning first quarter.  Bring the copy of your book to class. As an 
enrollment requirement, the required annotations and the film chart—per assignment below—must be turned in on the 
1st day of class.  
 
These selections were chosen for the following reasons: 

 It begins to ask students to address the author’s intent / intended audience.  
 It asks students to view literature from multiple perspectives. 
 It helps students enrich their reading in contemporary American literature. 
 It exposes students to analytical approaches used during Sophomore Honors English. 
 It allows the reader to view clearly how the author’s style is integral to the theme. 
 It challenges students to read a complex text in order to build endurance and analysis skills that will aid them in AP and 

college-level courses. 
 
Assignment Instructions: 
Required reading—read the 2 following selections: 
 
Literary Criticism 
A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature, 6th edition by Wilfred L. Guerin 

1. Read the preface and chapters 1-3 and 7-9.  Other chapters of the book will be assigned during the study of other 
novels during the school year. 

2. After reading those portions of the handbook, watch the Disney film version of Peter Pan and apply the various 
critical lenses to the film by filling out the Critical Viewing Chart. You will be basically be answering the following 
question: how does knowing critical literary approaches inform your viewing of the movie. Chart will be worth 20 
points. 
 
A Novel 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 

3. Please read and annotate The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan using the following approaches: historical/biographical, 
feminist, culturalist, and mythological/archetypal. Be sure to label you annotations in terms of which critical approach 
you are applying—like HB, F, C, and MA. 

• When annotating for an approach, you must give yourself a note about how that passage or section is reflective 
of the approach.  Simply underlining a passage will do nothing but frustrate you when you try to write an essay 
during the first week of class. Remember, if you would highlight or underline something, you must include a 
marginal comment as to its significance. Simply labeling it as a place where a critical approach could be applied 
is not enough. Annotations should benefit you while you are writing your essay; they WILL be graded. 
Annotations are worth15 points. 

 
 

4. An objective test over The Joy Luck Club, incorporating Literary Criticism documents, will be administered during the 
first two weeks of class. Test is worth 40 points. 

 
5. Students will type an in-class essay and turn in an electronic copy to Turnitin.com during the first two weeks of class. 

The essay will be worth 25 points. 
 


